Bucking the Trend: Staying Small and Truly Sustainable

Seascape Kayak Tours, a Canadian adventure travel company, has operated high quality educational sea kayaking experiences since 1994. Seascape has received international recognition for its sustainable tourism practices and marine conservation. Currently the company operates day and multi-day expeditions in three very special marine environments:

· The Bay of Fundy, New Brunswick, Canada

· The Bay of Exploits, Newfoundland, Canada

· Costa Rica, Central America

Seascape’s primary goal is to provide our guests with a personal, authentic and meaningful connection to the local people and to the natural world they are exploring. This is only possible through careful planning and the development of unique, small-group itineraries that adhere to stringent sustainable tourism guidelines. 

In an age of globalization and company mergers, the consensus is that “bigger is better.” The more boats you have on the water, the more hikers in the rainforest or cyclists on trails, the more revenue generated. But, is this sustainable tourism?

Seascape has taken a different approach. We have remained very small. Our staff consist of a very talented group of people who are committed to providing each of our guests with the best possible kayaking experience. 

The size of the company facilitates:

· High standards of quality and safety

· Commitment to sustainable tourism guidelines

· Personalized, unique and authentic experiences

· Minimized environmental impact

· Special interactions with local coastal inhabitants

· Rapid response to changing economic conditions

· Development of close relationships with local partners

· Development of close relationships with guests

Many of these factors have translated in a very high guest return rate. This upcoming season in Costa Rica, we will be receiving several clients who will be traveling with us in Central America for the fifth or sixth time, and who have also been with us in New Brunswick and in Newfoundland.

Making the Connection: Creating a Sense of Place

Seascape was established in St. Andrews in 1994 – the first Day Adventure in the province.

Our focus is on high quality, safety, education, environmental sustainability.

We want our guests to make a close, personal and authentic connection to the marine ecosystem they are exploring – to develop a sense of place.

If a connection is made, participants will be stimulated to become engaged in the protection of our special places. 

This is the true goal of sustainable tourism – that our special places will be protected and will continue to provide rich, meaningful and authentic experiences for years to come.

The concept of sustainable tourism is one that Atlantic Canada needs to understand and fully embrace.

Let’s take a closer look at some of the essential elements of sustainable tourism. 

S
Small group travel to minimize environmental impact on fragile coastal ecosystems and to allow for a more authentic and enriching personal connection to the biodiversity of the places visited.
8-10 participants maximum.

E
Environmental approach to travel and waste management, including recycling, reusing and composting, purchasing items with limited packaging and using recycled paper in all promotional materials.
Minimize use of natural resources such as water in cleaning boats.

A
Assisting local conservation efforts and environmental education initiatives such as school groups participating in annual coastal cleanups, as well as partnering with numerous conservation organizations.
Grand Manan Whale & Seabird Research Station partnership afoot to protect porpoise.
GOMC, TIES, local youth programs, beach cleanups.

S
Sensitive wildlife observation practices that include keeping a respectful distance to minimize noise and stress and leaving habitats pristine by hauling out any items carried in, as well as any trash left by others.
Seals, whales, porpoise more difficult than other wildlife to view from distance, so non-threatening guidelines necessary.

C
Contact between visitors and native coastal people as a means of involving local communities in both the cultural and economic benefits of tourism, a critical component of ecotourism.
Mario, CR rainforest walk, medicinal uses, edibles, banana plantations
Ron Janes, NFLD, fresh crab dinner, discussion on collapse of cod fishery
Insight provided – often most memorable part of the experience

A
Advocating protection of marine as well as terrestrial ecosystems through an emphasis on interpretation of the natural and cultural history of the regions.
Crucial to developing a sense of place.

P
Purchasing locally grown food, certified organic products, and items such as coffee, tea and chocolate through fair trade wholesalers to ensure that money is returned to the local communities.
Farmers markets, organic market CR

E
Environmental approach to energy consumption and natural resources through the use of products such as energy efficient light bulbs and biodegradable cleaning agents made with natural ingredients.
Renewable energy sources: solar, wind, technology more accessible

Many of these elements don’t cost a lot of money: they simply require time and commitment.

It’s important to look at what we can do and move in small steps, setting manageable goals.

We can learn a great deal about sustainable tourism and green travel from Costa Rica:

Tortuguero National Park – North West – Caribbean Coast of Costa Rica

Seascape began operating trips within the park four years ago

· Created in 1975

· 45,000 acres terrestrial habitat

· 21,000 acres ocean reserve

· Crucial laying habitat for Green Turtles – Western Caribbean

· One of the best examples of protected rainforest in Central America

· 400 bird species

· 16 endangered mammal species including jaguar

· Flood plain, freshwater lagoons, canals

· Boat and plane only access to park – kayaks of course the best option


Aquatic trails allow visitors to have an extremely intimate interaction with the surrounding wildlife – then return to comfortable lodge-based accommodation.

90,000 visitors per season, each spending an average of $500 U.S. for a three-day stay. Do the math!

An example closer to home: 

West Isles Archipelago – A World-Class Marine Ecosystem

The West Isles region in SW NB is a world-class marine ecosystem that is crying out for protection from development. 

Wildlife experiences for guests are nothing short of incredible. LNG threat to marine ecosystem.

This environment is just as important to protect as the rainforest in Tortuguero. 

Doesn’t it make sense to develop a protected area in the West Isles region? Aquatic trails and land-based trails could be seamlessly linked to draw visitors to this exceptional region of New Brunswick that scientists have identified as a biodiversity hotspot. 

